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Special Education Needs Policy

At Kit Carson, an International Baccalaureate Candidate School, we are dedicated to serving the educational needs and providing an International Baccalaureate aligned educational experience for of all students, including of those with special needs. Our school offers a variety of classroom environments and services in order to best support and meet the individual academic, social, emotional, and physical needs of our students. 


Student needs and supports are determined when a team of educational professionals and parents meet and create an Individualized Education Plan (IEP). An IEP is a legal document that clearly describes how Kit Carson will provide services for students that are in compliance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 2004). IEPs are stored and overseen by our Special Education and RSP teachers and 504 plans are overseen by an onsite counselor. As determined by their IEP, students are placed in the appropriate least restrictive environment and regular meetings are held with all stakeholders present to assess growth, establish goals, and modify accommodations as appropriate. At Kit Carson we offer a continuum of services that include:  Co-taught classes (general and special education teachers together), Resource Specialist Program (RSP),  Special Day Classes (SDC) in 7th and 8th grade, class environments with multiple teachers or teacher aides, small group instruction, on site counseling, and speech therapy. At Kit Carson we are working to incorporate inclusive practices to the greatest degree possible and are currently able to utilize a push-in model that allows our Special Day Class students to participate in general education Science classes. We plan to expand these practices in the future.

All staff at Kit Carson work in collaboration to plan rigorous and engaging lessons that utilize principles of Universal Design and Specially Designed Instruction to meet the needs of all students. Curriculum and instruction takes into consideration learner variability and utilizes differentiation through a variety of strategies including: strategic pairing or grouping, appropriate scaffolding, graphic organizers, note taking supports, extended time, technological supports, and specific accommodations based on individualized student needs to ensure that all students have the optimal opportunity to achieve academic success. Our staff is committed to providing appropriate support for every student, in every class, every day.
